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2   Minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 28th February 2024 be signed as 
correct records (Pages 1 - 22) 

 Minutes of the meeting held on 28th February 2024  

13   Annual Reports 2023 (Pages 23 - 36) 

 Information for Member’s Annual Reports regarding Councillors Al-Hamdani, Arnott, 
Ghafoor and Gloster received are attached. 

14   Members Allowances Scheme 2024/25 (Pages 37 - 38) 

 An updated Appendix 1 to the report is attatched. 



 

COUNCIL 
28/02/2024 at 6.00 pm 

 
 

Present: The Deputy Mayor – Councillor Moores (in the Chair)   
 
Councillors Adams, Akhtar, Al-Hamdani, Ali, Arnott, Ball, 
M. Bashforth, S. Bashforth, Birch, Bishop, Brownridge, Byrne, 
Charters, Cosgrove, Davis, Dean, Fryer, Ghafoor, Goodwin, 
Hamblett, Harkness, H. Harrison, J. Harrison, Hince, Hobin, 
Hurley, A Hussain, F Hussain, J. Hussain, S. Hussain, Ibrahim, 
Iqbal, Irfan, Islam, Jabbar, Kenyon, Lancaster, Marland, 
McLaren, Murphy, Mushtaq, Nasheen, Quigg, Rea, Salamat, 
Shah, Sharp, Sheldon, Shuttleworth, Surjan, Sykes, Taylor, 
Wahid, Williamson and Woodvine 
 

 

 

1   TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   

Apologies for absence were received from the Mayor (Councillor 
Chauhan) and Councillors Gloster, Hindle and Malik. 

2   TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ANY 
MATTER TO BE DETERMINED AT THE MEETING  

 

Councillor S. Bashforth and Councillor Arnott both declared an 
other-registerable interest insofar as they were Council 
appointees to the MioCare Board.  

3   TO RECEIVE COMMUNICATIONS RELATING TO THE 
BUSINESS OF THE COUNCIL  

 

Councillor Shah, Leader of the Council, advised Council that 
Rebecca Fletcher had been appointed to the position of Director 
of Public Health. 

4   TO NOTE THE MINUTES OF THE BUDGET CABINET 
MEETING HELD ON 12TH FEBRUARY 2024 AND TO 
CONSIDER THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF CABINET IN 
RELATION TO THE BUDGET FOR 2024/25 AND FURTHER 
TO THE FOLLOWING ATTACHED REPORTS  

 

The Deputy Mayor requested and it was RESOLVED that 
Council Procedure Rule 14 (Rules of Debate) be suspended to 
enable Councillor Shah, the Leader of the Council to exceed the 
time limit for her contribution in moving the Administration 
Budget to 15 minutes with a 30 second extension and the 
seconder, Councillor Jabbar, the Cabinet Member for Finance 
and Corporate Resources 7 minutes, the Mover of the Main 
Opposition Group in moving the opposition budget, a time limit 
of 7 minutes and 30 seconds if required and the seconder 6 
minutes and the mover of the Conservative Group amendments 
6 minutes with a right of reply of 6 minutes in each matters. 
All other speakers will be limited to 4 minutes. 
 
The Deputy Mayor informed members that regulations had been 
implemented which required recorded votes on specific decision 
at the Budget Council meeting.  Members would be advised 
when a recorded vote was required. 

Public Document Pack
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Prior to the consideration of the Budget Proposals, the Deputy 
Mayor asked the Council to note the draft minutes of the Cabinet 
meeting held on 12th February 2024. 
 
On a vote being taken, the recommendation was CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 
12th February 2024 be noted. 
 

a. Housing Revenue Account Estimates for 2024/25 to 
2028/29 and Projected Outturn for 2023/24 

Councillor Jabbar MOVED and Councillor Taylor SECONDED a 
joint report which, sets out for the Housing Revenue Account 
(HRA), the detailed budget estimates for 2024/25, the strategic 
estimates for the four years 2025/26 through to 2028/29 and the 
projected outturn for 2023/24. The report also set out the 
recommended dwelling, non-dwelling rents and service and 
concierge charges to be applied from April 2024. 
 
The submitted report sets out the HRA 2024/25 proposed 
original budget and the forecast outturn for 2023/24. The 
opportunity is also taken to present the provisional strategic 
budgets for 2025/26 through to 2028/29. HRA activities are a 
key element of the Council’s Housing Strategy (approved by 
Council on 10 July 2019) which aims to provide a diverse 
Oldham housing offer that is attractive and meets the needs of 
different sections of the population at different stages of their 
lives. 
 
After taking all relevant issues into account, the projected 
financial position for 2023/24 was estimated to be a £0.032m 
favourable variance when compared to the original budget 
forecast for 2023/24 approved at the Budget Council meeting, 
1st March 2023. Of this variance, £0.273m is due to higher utility 
costs and increased unitary charges. This adverse variance was 
offset by £0.305m higher than anticipated brought forward 
balances from 2022/23.  
 
The estimated balance at the end of 2023/24 was projected to 
be £20.884m. The closing financial position for 2024/25 shows 
an estimated HRA closing balance of £19.571m which is 
sufficient to meet future operational commitments and the 
potential financial pressures identified in the risk assessment. 
The 2024/25 position has been presented after allowing for a 
proposed increase in dwelling rents of 7.7%, an increase in non-
dwelling rents in line with individual contracts, a nominal 
increase of 2% on service charges and the setting of Extra Care 
Housing concierge charges to fully recover costs.  
 
The majority of HRA tenants were either the recipient of Housing 
Benefit or Universal Credit, meaning that part or all of the 
increase will be covered by tenant’s benefits. Coupled with the 
recent increase in the Local Housing Allowance, it is assumed 
that the proposed increase in rents will not represent an 

Page 2



 

unmanageable additional financial burden to tenants. In order 
for the Council to finance the construction of any new build 
social housing through the HRA, it is essential that increased 
costs are covered by rent increases so that the HRA could 
remain financially sustainable. The financial projections for the 
HRA over the period 2023/24 to 2028/29 showed an overall 
reduction in the level of balances from £22.584m at the start of 
2023/24 to £16.872m at the end of 2028/29.  
 
The HRA detailed budget for 2024/25 and strategic estimates for 
the four years 2025/26 to 2028/29 and the outturn estimate for 
2023/24 were presented to the Governance, Strategy and 
Resources Scrutiny Board on 26th January 2024. The 
Committee was content to commend the report to Cabinet 
without amendment. Cabinet duly considered and approved the 
report at its meeting on 12th February 2024 and commended the 
report to Council. 
 
No Members spoke on this item. 
 
RESOLVED that: 

1. The Forecast HRA outturn for 2023/24, as outlined at 
Appendix A of the report, be approved. 

2. The Proposed HRA budget for 2024/25, as outlined at 
Appendix B of the report, be approved. 

3. The Strategic estimates for 2024/25 to 2028/29, as 
outlined at Appendix D of the report, be approved. 

4. The proposed increase to dwelling rents for all properties 
of 7.7%, be approved. 

5. The proposed increase to non-dwelling rents as per 
individual contracts be approved.  

6. The proposal that service charges are increased by 2%, 
be approved. 

7. The proposal to set Extra Care Housing concierge 
charges to fully recover actual costs, be approved. 

 
b. Treasury Management Strategy Statement 2024/25 

 
Councillor Jabbar MOVED and Councillor Shah SECONDED a 
report of the Director of Finance that outlined the Treasury 
Management Strategy for 2024/25 including the Minimum 
Revenue Provision Policy Statement, Annual Investment 
Strategy and Prudential Indicators together with linkages to the 
Capital Strategy.  
 
The report outlined the Treasury Management Strategy for 
2024/25, the Annual Investment Strategy, Borrowing Strategy 
and Prudential Indicators. The Council is required through 
regulations supporting the Local Government Act 2003 to ‘have 
regard to’ the Prudential Code. It is required to produce an 
annual Treasury Strategy for borrowing and to prepare an 
Annual Investment Strategy setting out the Council’s policies for 
managing its investments and for giving priority to security and 
liquidity of those investments.  
 
The Strategy for 2024/25 covers.  
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• Economic Update  
• Prospects for Interest Rates  
• The Current Balance Sheet and Treasury Position  
• Liability Benchmark  
• The Borrowing Strategy  
• Debt Rescheduling  
• The Borrowing Strategy  
• The Investment Strategy  
• Approved Counterparties, risk management and Investment 
Limits  
• Treasury Indicators which limit the treasury risk and activities 
of the Council 
 
The report therefore outlined the implications and key factors in 
relation to each of the above Capital and Treasury Management 
issues and made appropriate recommendations regarding the 
Treasury Management Strategy for 2024/25.  
 
The report includes the most recently available economic 
background commentary which reflects the position as at 
December 2023. 
 
The proposed Treasury Management Strategy had previously 
been presented to the Audit Committee on 15th January 2024 
and to the Governance, Strategy and Resources Scrutiny Board 
on 25th January 2024, to enable scrutiny of the report before it’s 
further consideration in the budget setting cycle. The report was 
then considered at the Cabinet meeting on 12th February 2024. 
The Cabinet was content to commend the report to Council. 
 
No Members spoke on this item. 
 
RESOLVED that: 

1. The Capital Expenditure Estimates, as outlined at 
paragraph 2.4.1 of the report, be approved. 

2. The Projected Balance Sheet position, as at 31st March 
2024 and future years as per paragraph 2.4.1, of the 
report, be approved. 

3. The Liability Benchmark, as per section 2.5, of the report, 
be approved. 

4. The Borrowing Strategy for 2024/25 as per section 2.6, 
be approved. 

5. The Annual Investment Strategy as per section 2.7 of the 
report, including counterparties and treasury limits, be 
approved. 

6. The Treasury Management Prudential Indicators at 
section 2, be approved. 

 
c. Council Tax Reduction Scheme 2024/25 

Councillor Jabbar MOVED and Councillor Shah SECONDED a 
report of the Director of Finance that presented to Council the 
proposed Council Tax Reduction Scheme for 2024/25. 
 
There was a legal requirement to have a local Council Tax 
Reduction (CTR) scheme to support residents of working age on 
a low income who qualify for assistance in paying Council Tax. 
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The Local Government Finance Act 2012 requires that each 
year a billing authority must consider whether to revise its 
Council Tax Reduction scheme or to replace it with another 
scheme. Any change to the 2024/25 scheme must be agreed by 
full Council in line with budget setting arrangements and no later 
than 10 March 2024. Any proposed change must be subject to 
prior consultation with major preceptors (for Oldham this is the 
Greater Manchester Combined Authority on behalf of the Mayor 
of Greater Manchester and the Greater Manchester Police and 
Crime Commissioner) and with the public.  
 
The scheme for those of pensionable age is set by the 
Government and cannot be changed. CTR is a demand led 
discount scheme so the greater the demand, the higher the 
impact on Council resources. If the number of CTR claimants 
increases, it impacts the amount of Council Tax that can be 
collected by reducing the Council’s Council Tax Taxbase. 
 
A major consultation exercise had not been undertaken 
regarding changes to the CTR scheme and the Greater 
Manchester Combined Authority has been provisionally advised 
that no change to the scheme is proposed. In this regard, the 
proposal is that the CTR scheme for 2024/25 remains the same 
as that operating in 2023/24 and therefore no consultation 
exercise was required. The current CTR scheme provides a 
maximum reduction equivalent to 85% of the Council Tax 
charge for a Band A property and this has been unchanged 
since 2014/15. This was considered at the Cabinet meeting of 
13th November 2023. Cabinet had been content to commend the 
proposed CTR scheme to Council without amendment.  
 
In order to inform this proposal, the Council had undertaken 
some initial analysis regarding a change to the CTR scheme 
and the appropriateness of introducing an income banded 
scheme. An income banded scheme would mean that the level 
of CTR would be based on a claimant’s weekly household 
income assessed against pre-determined income bands. This 
means if a claimants household income varies but remains in 
the same band, the amount of support they get won't change. 
The amount of support only varies if their income changes and 
moves them into another income band.  
 
In this regard, a modelling exercise has been undertaken. 
Firstly, leaving the 2023/24 scheme unchanged was modelled. 
Then two income banded scheme options were modelled 
(Model 1 and Model 2 as described at paragraph 2.14). The 
results of the exercise undertaken have been analysed and the 
results were presented at section 3 of the report.  
 
There is significant uncertainty around the extent that the 
transition of residents from legacy welfare benefits onto 
Universal Credit would have on a claimants’ household income 
and how this would then impact on the cost of an income 
banded scheme if it were to be introduced in 2024/25. The 
Council cannot currently accurately determine the level of 
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income those transitioning residents will ultimately receive, 
which will be critical for an appropriate scheme design.  
 
In view of the continued uncertainty concerning Universal Credit 
and the marginal impact of any practical change to the CTR 
scheme at this stage, it was recommended that the Council 
maintains the current CTR scheme during 2024/25. This would 
provide continuity regarding entitlement to those residents on 
the lowest incomes and allow time for the impact of the roll out 
of UC to become clearer. 
 
No Members spoke on this item. 
 
RESOLVED: 
That Council approves the proposal to keep the Council Tax 
Reduction Scheme unchanged in 2024/25. 
 

d. The Revenue Budget and Capital Programme for 
2024/25 
(i) Revenue Budget 2024/25 and 2025/26 and 

Medium-Term Financial Strategy 2024/25 to 
2028/29 

(ii) Capital Strategy and Capital Programme 
2024/25 to 2028/29 and  

Councillor Shah MOVED and Councillor Jabbar SECONDED a 
report of the Director of Finance which provided Council with the 
budget reduction requirement and the Administration’s budget 
proposals for 2024/25 and a forecast of the 2025/26 position 
having regard to the Provisional Local Government Finance 
Settlement (PLGFS) published on 18th December 2023 and the 
subsequent Final Local Government Finance Settlement 
(FLGFS) published on 5th February 2024. The report also 
presents the financial forecasts for the remainder of the Medium 
Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) period 2025/26 to 2028/29. 
 
The report presented the Council’s Revenue Budget for 2024/25 
together with the budget reduction requirement and the 
Administration’s budget proposals for 2024/25 including Council 
Tax intentions. It also provides a forecast of the 2025/26 position 
and the financial forecasts for the remainder of the MTFS 
period, 2026/27 to 2028/29. A version of the Revenue Budget 
2024/25 and 2025/26 and Medium Term Financial Strategy 
2024/25 to 2028/29 was presented to the Governance, Strategy 
and Resources Scrutiny Board on 25 January 2024. The Board 
scrutinised the report and the other reports on the agenda that 
form a core part of the Council’s strategic financial planning 
framework.  
 
Section 1 presents an introduction to the report and explains the 
report format.  
 
Section 2 sets out key Council Policies and Strategies including 
the Co-operative Council Values, Corporate Plan, Constitution 
and Rules of Procedure, as the framework within which the 
Budget has been prepared.  
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Section 3 presents Local Government Finance developments 
which have an impact on 2024/25 and future years budgets. It 
also highlights the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and 
Accountancy (CIPFA) Financial Resilience Index, the CIPFA 
Financial Management Code.  
 
Section 4 presents the Local Government Finance Policy 
Statement 2024 to 2025 which set out the Government’s 
intentions to assist financial planning for Councils. It also details 
the impact of the 2024/25 FLGFS which was the sixth 
consecutive one-year Settlement. This included key information 
in relation to overall funding levels, Council Tax referendum 
limits and grants for 2024/25.  
 
Section 5 presented the 2023/24 revised budget and year end 
forecasts. The 2023/24 Revenue Budget forecast outturn 
position at Table 5 highlights a current unfavourable projected 
variance of £16.2m; which will need to be financed from 
reserves. This is in addition to the general contribution from 
reserves of £9.5m approved by Council in March 2023, plus 
contributions from other earmarked reserves for specific 
projects/initiatives of some £7m. This means the total 
contribution from reserves in 2023/24 will be some £34m: a 
situation that is not sustainable and which has significantly 
reduced the financial resilience of the council.  
 
Section 6 presented a range of expenditure pressures that 
contribute to the budget gap. In total they contribute £28.6m, an 
increase of £13.7m compared to the forecast presented to Full 
Council on 1st March 23. The expenditure pressures for 2025/26 
are projected at a further £23.1m. The main pressures arise 
from pay, expenditure on Council buildings, increased demand 
and prices for Children’s Social Care service provision and an 
increased demand for temporary accommodation.  
 
Section 7 set out the confirmed impact of the payment of levies 
and contributions to the Greater Manchester Combined 
Authority (GMCA) and a levy to the Environment Agency (EA). It 
showed a reduction in expenditure of £2.0m in the 2024/25 
budget forecast compared to the March 2023 forecast, of which 
£1.4m relates to bus reform expenditure deferred until 2025/26. 
The final levies position will be confirmed during February 2024.  
 
Section 8 presented the impact of the PLGFS announced on 
18th December 2023 and FLGFS published on 5th February 
2024 on in respect of central Government Grants. It provides a 
commentary on the grants announced by or derived from the 
PLGFS. There is no significant change from the assumptions 
reported to Council in March 2023.  
 
Section 9 set out how the Locally Generated Income from both 
Business Rates and Council Tax will support the Council 
budget. The PLGFS confirmed referendum limits for general 
purpose Council Tax will remain at 3% each year from April 
2024 without the need to hold a referendum. In addition, the 
threshold for Adult Social Care Precept (ASCP) will remain at a 
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maximum of 2% each year from April 2024. There remains a 
requirement to evidence that the funds generated from this 
precept are used for Adult Social Care expenditure. The section 
also sets out:  

A. the income to support the budget from Retained Business 
Rates and how this helps to reduce the level of budget 
reductions required. In total, Retained Business Rates 
income has increased from a forecast £50.2m to £56.3m 
as the Council continues to benefit from the GMCA 
Business Rates Retention Pilot Scheme. Most of the 
increase relates to increased transitional payments and a 
reduction in the provision in respect of appeals. The 
GMCA is entitled to part of this increase in Business 
Rates Income, currently estimated at £1.2m. The 
Business Rates income figure reflects the information 
contained within the NNDR1 Government submitted on 
31 January 2024.  

B. the Council Tax position for 2024/25, advising that:  

 The Council Tax Base is 59,380, up from 58,500 in 
2023/24 and broadly in line with the position 
assumed in March 2023.  

 A 2.99% increase in general purposes Council Tax 
increase is proposed together with a 2% increase 
for the Adult Social Care Precept.  

 An increase of 4.99% would not require a Council 
Tax referendum as it would be within the 
referendum criteria issued by the Government in 
the PLGFS and not be an excessive increase 
under the provisions of the Local Government 
Finance Act 1992.  

 The Council proposes to continue to provide no 
Council Tax Empty Property Discount and 
increase the Empty Property Premium from 1st 
April 2025. 

 Total Council Tax to be generated for use by the 
Council based on the Tax Base and the 4.99% 
increase (including the adult care social precept) is 
£116.2m in 2024/25.  

 The Greater Manchester Police and Crime 
Commissioner precept was confirmed on 30 
January 2024 with an increase of £13 for a Band D 
Council Tax.  

 The Greater Manchester Mayoral General Precept 
(including Fire Services) was confirmed on 9th 
February 2024.  

 Saddleworth Parish Council agreed its precept on 
18th December 2023 and Shaw and Crompton 
Parish Council agreed its precept on 30th January 
2024. Confirmed figures are presented in the 
report.  

 
Section 10 outlines the impact of Collection Fund (the 
ringfenced account within which Council Tax and Business 
Rates are managed). The 2023/24 Collection Fund forecast 
outturn projection as outlined in the month 8 financial monitoring 
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report produces a net surplus of £0.75m of which the vast 
majority is Oldham Council’s share and will be available to 
support the 2024/25 Revenue Budget. 
 
 
Section 11 outlined the review of previously approved 2024/25 
and 2025/26 Budget Reductions agreed in the 2021/22 and 
2023/24 Revenue Budget Reports and advises that there has 
been some reprofiling of anticipated benefits.  
 
Section 12 outlined the proposal to use Capital Receipts flexibly 
to finance expenditure leading to transformation in the sum of 
£2.6m for 2024/25 and a further £2.6m in 2025/26.  
 
Section 13 details the revision to estimates for the financial 
years 2024/25 to 2025/26 compared to the position previously 
reported to Council on the 01 March 2023. This presents a 
revised Budget Reduction requirement (before the use of 
reserves) of £21.8m for 2024/25 and £6.8m for 2025/26. Having 
regard to the proposed increase in Council Tax,  
 
Section 14 presents the Administration’s approach to balancing 
the budget for 2024/25 via the Budget Reduction process. There 
are a total of 34 proposals presented in accordance with Political 
Portfolios. These are expected to deliver savings totalling 
£11.0m and impact approximately 90 FTEs in 2024/25. The 
proposals also have an impact on 2025/26 of £4.8m. All the 
proposals are presented in summary at Appendix 5 and in detail 
at Appendix 6. Assuming approval of the 2024/25 Budget 
Reduction proposals and taking into account the impact of one-
off Budget Reduction proposals, the budget reduction 
requirement for 2024/25 reduces to £10.8m and 2025/26 to 
£2.2m as set out at Table 17.  
 
Section 15 advises how the budget for 2024/25 is balanced and 
the final position for 2025/26 as follows:  

 The first step in balancing 2024/25 is however, to 
increase the budget gap by introducing a contribution to 
reserves in 2024/25 of £1.2m, payable to the GMCA in 
relation to 100% Business Rates Pilot Gain.  

 This increases the budget gap to £10.8m which is then 
balanced using:  

a. £2.5m general reserves (approved as part of the 
2023/23 budget).  

b. Additional general reserves of £8.2m to balance 
the 2024/25 budget.  

 After all the budget adjustments and impact of the use of 
reserves to balance 2024/25, there remains a budget gap 
still to be addressed of £11.3m for 2025/26.  

 
Section 16 presented the expected level of earmarked reserves 
at the end of 2023/24 at £36.8m that can support the 2024/25 
budget including the Balancing Budget and Fiscal Mitigation 
reserves for 2024/25.  
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Section 17 presents the Statement of Robustness, a 
requirement under Section 25 of the Local Government Finance 
Act 2003 which is the assurance by the Director of Finance on 
the robustness of the estimates used for the purposes of the 
Revenue Budget calculations and the adequacy of proposed 
reserves and balances. General reserves are recommended to 
be increased from £19m to £30m reflecting the increasingly 
volatile expenditure pressures the Council faces and the low tax 
base from which the Council is able to raise additional income. A 
strategy will need to be developed in 2024/25 to raise the level 
of general reserves over the MTFS period and increase the 
financial resilience of the Council. The Director of Finance is 
able to provide Members with the necessary assurances in 
respect of the 2024.25 but the Council’s financial position in later 
years is far less certain. A more detailed commentary is 
provided in Section 17 and at Appendix 9.  
 
Section 18 sets outs out the proposed fees and charges for the 
financial year 2024/25.  
 
Sections 19 and 20 set out the Medium-Term Financial Strategy 
covering the financial years 2025/26 to 2028/29 including the 
plans for the transformation programme that will begin to help 
deliver the savings required to balance the budgets in future 
years.  
 
Section 21 set out the Council’s Pay Policy Statement in 
accordance with the requirements of Section 38 to 43 of the 
Localism Act 2011, which requires full Council approval.  
 
Sections 22 to the end of the report include options to consider, 
consultation comments and Legal and Procurement comments 
in accordance with standard practice. Given the importance of 
delivering budget reductions and embedding the programme of 
transformational change, during 2024/25, a Delivery Board 
chaired by the Leader of the Council will regularly review of the 
progress of existing change programmes against the delivery 
milestones and financial targets. It will also ensure that there is 
continuous emphasis on the delivery of change and the 
achievement of the budget reductions required in line with the 
three-year strategy.  
 
As advised above, the Revenue Budget 2024/25 and 2025/26 
and Medium-Term Financial Strategy 2024/25 to 2028/29 was 
presented to the Governance, Strategy and Resources Scrutiny 
Board on 25TH January 2024 based on the information available 
at that time.  
 
The Board scrutinised the report and the other reports on the 
agenda that form a core part of the Council’s strategic financial 
planning framework. The Board considered in detail the 
Administration’s 34 budget reduction proposals and was content 
to commend to Cabinet at a value of £11.0m in 2024/25 and a 
further £4.8m in 2025/26.  
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The Board was also content with all other aspects of the report, 
including the proposed changes to fees and charges and 
therefore commended it to Cabinet.  
 
Cabinet duly considered the Revenue Budget 2024/25 and 
2025/26 and Medium-Term Financial Strategy 2024/25 to 
2028/29 at its meeting on 12th February 2024 and was content 
to commend the report in full to this Council meeting. This report 
to Council, therefore, presented a fully balanced budget for 
2024/25, an estimated budget reduction requirement of £11.3m 
for 2025/26 and indicative forecasts for 2026/27 to 2028/29. 
 
AMENDMENT 
 
AMENDMENT Councillor Al-Hamdani MOVED and Councillor 
Sykes SECONDED the amendment to the budget as circulated 
and detailed in the Council Summons. Councillor Al-Hamdani 
expressed his thanks to staff who had assisted in the 
preparation of the report.  
 
Councillors Harkness, Kenyon, Murphy and Williamson spoke in 
support of the Amendment.  
 
Councillors Lancaster, Hince, Jabbar, Salamat, Iqbal, Goodwin 
and Charters spoke against the Amendment.  
 
Councillor Shah exercised her right of reply.  
 
Councillor Al-Hamdani exercised his right of reply.  
 
A recorded vote, in line with the Regulations was then taken on 
the AMENDMENT as follows:  
 

COUNCILLOR  COUNCILLOR  

Adams 
Christine 

ABSTAINED Hussain 
Junaid 

AGAINST 

Akhtar Shoab AGAINST Hussain Sajed AGAINST 

Al-Hamdani 
Sam 

FOR Ibrahim Nyla AGAINST 

Ali Mohon AGAINST Iqbal Nadeem AGAINST 

Arnott Dave ABSTAINED Irfan 
Muhammed 

ABSTAINED 

Ball Sandra AGAINST Islam 
Mohammed 
Nazrul 

AGAINST 

Bashforth 
Marie 

AGAINST Jabbar Abdul AGAINST 

Bashforth 
Steven 

AGAINST Kenyon Mark FOR 

Birch Ros AGAINST Lancaster 
Luke 

ABSTAINED 

Bishop Helen FOR Malik Abdul APOLOGIES 

Brownridge 
Barbara 

AGAINST Marland Alicia FOR 

Byrne Pam ABSTAINED McLaren Colin AGAINST 
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Charters Josh AGAINST Moores Eddie 
(Deputy 
Mayor) 

AGAINST 

Cosgrove 
Angela 

AGAINST Murphy Dave FOR 

Davis Peter AGAINST Mushtaq Shaid AGAINST 

Dean Peter AGAINST  Nasheen Umar AGAINST 

Fryer Paul AGAINST Quigg Lewis ABSTAINED 

Ghafoor 
Kamran 

ABSTAINED Rea Lucia AGAINST 

Gloster Hazel APOLOGIES Salamat Ali 
Aqeel 

AGAINST 

Goodwin Chris AGAINST Shah Arooj AGAINST 

Hamblett Louie FOR Sharp Beth ABSTAINED 

Harkness 
Garth 

FOR Sheldon 
Graham 

ABSTAINED 

Harrison Holly AGAINST Shuttleworth 
Graham 

AGAINST 

Harrison 
Jennifer 

AGAINST Surjan Ruji 
Sapna 

AGAINST 

Hince Marc AGAINST Sykes Howard FOR 

Hindle Neil APOLOGIES Taylor Elaine AGAINST 

Hobin Brian AGAINST Wahid Abdul ABSTAINED 

Hurley Maggie AGAINST Williamson 
Diane 

FOR 

Hussain Aftab AGAINST Woodvine Max ABSTAINED 

Hussain Fida AGAINST Chauhan 
Zahid 
(MAYOR) 

APOLOGIES 

. 
On a recorded VOTE being taken 9 VOTES were cast in 
FAVOUR of the RECOMMENDATIONS with 36 VOTES cast 
AGAINST and there were 11 ABSTENTIONS. The 
AMENDMENT was therefore LOST. 
 
AMENDMENT  
 
Councillor Woodvine MOVED and Councillor Quigg 
SECONDED the amendment to the budget as circulated and 
detailed in the Council Summons. Councillor Woodvine 
expressed his thanks to staff who had assisted in the 
preparation of the report.  
 
Councillor Arnott spoke in support of the Amendment.  
 
Councillors Kenyon, Al-Hamdani, Hobin, Jabbar, Holly Harrison, 
Akhtar, Junaid Hussain, Islam, Shuttleworth, Taylor and 
Mushtaq spoke against the Amendment.  
 
Councillor Shah exercised her right of reply.  
 
Councillor Woodvine exercised his right of reply.  
 
A recorded vote, in line with the Regulations was then taken on 
the AMENDMENT as follows: 
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COUNCILLOR  COUNCILLOR  

Adams 
Christine 

FOR Hussain 
Junaid 

AGAINST 

Akhtar Shoab AGAINST Hussain Sajed AGAINST 

Al-Hamdani 
Sam 

ABSTAINED Ibrahim Nyla AGAINST 

Ali Mohon AGAINST Iqbal Nadeem AGAINST 

Arnott Dave FOR Irfan 
Muhammed 

FOR 

Ball Sandra ABSTAINED Islam 
Mohammed 
Nazrul 

AGAINST 

Bashforth 
Marie 

AGAINST Jabbar Abdul AGAINST 

Bashforth 
Steven 

AGAINST Kenyon Mark ABSTAINED 

Birch Ros AGAINST Lancaster 
Luke 

FOR 

Bishop Helen ABSTAINED Malik Abdul APOLOGIES 

Brownridge 
Barbara 

AGAINST Marland Alicia ABSTAINED 

Byrne Pam FOR McLaren Colin AGAINST 

Charters Josh AGAINST Moores Eddie 
(Deputy 
Mayor) 

AGAINST 

Cosgrove 
Angela 

AGAINST Murphy Dave ABSTAINED 

Davis Peter AGAINST Mushtaq Shaid AGAINST 

Dean Peter AGAINST Nasheen Umar AGAINST 

Fryer Paul AGAINST Quigg Lewis FOR 

Ghafoor 
Kamran 

FOR Rea Lucia AGAINST 

Gloster Hazel APOLOGIES Salamat Ali 
Aqeel 

AGAINST 

Goodwin Chris AGAINST Shah Arooj AGAINST 

Hamblett Louie ABSTAINED Sharp Beth FOR 

Harkness 
Garth 

ABSTAINED Sheldon 
Graham 

FOR 

Harrison Holly AGAINST Shuttleworth 
Graham 

AGAINST 

Harrison 
Jennifer 

AGAINST Surjan Ruji 
Sapna 

AGAINST 

Hince Marc ABSTAINED Sykes Howard ABSTAINED 

Hindle Neil APOLOGIES Taylor Elaine AGAINST 

Hobin Brian AGAINST Wahid Abdul FOR 

Hurley Maggie ABSTAINED Williamson 
Diane 

ABSTAINED 

Hussain Aftab AGAINST Woodvine Max FOR 

Hussain Fida AGAINST Chauhan 
Zahid 
(MAYOR) 

APOLOGIES 

. 
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On a recorded VOTE being taken 11 VOTES were cast in 
FAVOUR of the RECOMMENDATIONS with 33 VOTES cast 
AGAINST and there were 12 ABSTENTIONS.  
 
The AMENDMENT was therefore LOST. 
 
The following Councillors then spoke on the ORIGINAL 
MOTION:  
 
Councillors Birch, Marie Bashforth, Surjan, Jenny Harrison, 
Charters and Dean spoke in support of the Original Motion.  
 
Councillors Hobin, Sharp, Quigg, Hince, Hamblett, Ghafoor, 
Bishop, Al-Hamdani and Arnott spoke against the Original 
Motion.  
 
Councillor Shah exercised her right of reply.  
 
A recorded VOTE, in line with regulations was then taken on the 
ORIGINAL MOTION as follows: 
 

COUNCILLOR  COUNCILLOR  

Adams 
Christine 

AGAINST Hussain 
Junaid 

FOR 

Akhtar Shoab FOR Hussain Sajed FOR 

Al-Hamdani 
Sam 

AGAINST Ibrahim Nyla FOR 

Ali Mohon FOR Iqbal Nadeem FOR 

Arnott Dave AGAINST Irfan 
Muhammed 

AGAINST 

Ball Sandra AGAINST Islam 
Mohammed 
Nazrul 

FOR 

Bashforth 
Marie 

FOR Jabbar Abdul FOR 

Bashforth 
Steven 

FOR Kenyon Mark AGAINST 

Birch Ros FOR Lancaster 
Luke 

AGAINST 

Bishop Helen AGAINST Malik Abdul APOLOGIES 

Brownridge 
Barbara 

FOR Marland Alicia AGAINST 

Byrne Pam AGAINST McLaren Colin FOR 

Charters Josh FOR Moores Eddie 
(Deputy 
Mayor) 

FOR 

Cosgrove 
Angela 

FOR Murphy Dave AGAINST 

Davis Peter FOR Mushtaq Shaid FOR 

Dean Peter FOR Nasheen Umar FOR 

Fryer Paul FOR Quigg Lewis AGAINST 

Ghafoor 
Kamran 

AGAINST Rea Lucia AGAINST 

Gloster Hazel APOLOGIES Salamat Ali 
Aqeel 

FOR 
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Goodwin Chris FOR Shah Arooj FOR 

Hamblett Louie AGAINST Sharp Beth AGAINST 

Harkness 
Garth 

AGAINST Sheldon 
Graham 

AGAINST 

Harrison Holly FOR Shuttleworth 
Graham 

FOR 

Harrison 
Jennifer 

FOR Surjan Ruji 
Sapna 

FOR 

Hince Marc AGAINST Sykes Howard AGAINST 

Hindle Neil APOLOGIES Taylor Elaine FOR 

Hobin Brian AGAINST Wahid Abdul AGAINST 

Hurley Maggie AGAINST Williamson 
Diane 

AGAINST 

Hussain Aftab FOR Woodvine Max AGAINST 

Hussain Fida FOR Chauhan 
Zahid 
(MAYOR) 

APOLOGIES 

. 
On a recorded VOTE being taken 31 VOTES were cast in 
FAVOUR of the RECOMMENDATIONS with 25 VOTES cast 
AGAINST and there were 0 ABSTENTIONS.  
 
The MOTION (and the reports) was therefore CARRIED.  
 
RESOLVED:  
That Council approves: 

1 The policy landscape and context in which the Council is 
setting its Revenue Budget for 2024/25. 

2 The Budget Reduction requirement for 2024/25 and 
2025/26 having regard to funding announcements 
including the Provisional and Final Local Government 
Finance Settlements. 

3 The financial forecasts and Medium-Term Financial 
Strategy for 2025/26 to 2028/29. 

4 The additional revenue expenditure required to support 
the proposed Capital Programme of £1.45m for 
2024/25 and a further £3.50m in 2025/26 as included 
at Table 6 of this report. 

5 The use of £0.75m of surplus Collection Fund resources 
to support the balancing of the 2024/25 Revenue 
Budget.  

6 The Flexible Use of Capital Receipts at a value of £2.60m 
for 2024/25 and 2025/26. 

7 Revisions to previously approved Budget Reduction 
proposals resulting in a budgetary impact of £8.80m in 
2024/25 and £6.32m in 2025/26. 

8 The 2024/25 Budget Reduction proposals at a value of 
£11.02m with a further £4.82m for 2025/26 - this 
includes the proposed dismissal of statutory officers as 
set out at Appendix 6, BR1-731. 

9 The proposed use of £10.75m of reserves to balance the 
2024/25 budget as set out in Table 18 of this report. 

10 A proposed overall 2024/25 Council Tax increase of 
4.99% for Oldham Council services (2.99% for general 
purposes and 2% Adult Social Care Precept) resulting 
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in the charges set out at Table 12 of the report and the 
detailed charges set out at Appendix 3. 

11 The proposed net revenue expenditure budget for 
2024/25 for the Council set at £299.82m as set out at 
paragraph 15.6 and at Appendix 8. 

12 The proposal to draw on the Collection Fund for major 
preceptors of £138.08m for Borough Wide services 
and £116.16m for Council services. 

13 To confirm the Council Tax Reduction Scheme for 
2024/25 identified at paragraph 9.30. 

14 To approve the introduction of a 100% Council Tax 
Premium to be levied on Periodically Occupied 
Properties from 1st April 2025. 

15 The proposed fees and charges as set out in the 
schedule included at Appendix 10. 

16 The level of balances supporting the 2024/25 budget to 
be retained at £18.86m underpinned by the agreed 
policy on Earmarked Reserves. 

17 The Pay Policy statement included at Appendix 12; and 
18 The delegation to the Cabinet Member for Finance and 

Corporate Resources and the Director of Finance to 
make a final decision on the feasibility of a pensions 
pre-payment if it represents value for money to the 
Council as set out at 6.2-n. 

 
Resolution related to the Council Tax Base for the Financial 
Year 2024/2025 as approved by the Cabinet on 22nd January 
2024 and the Resolution related to the Council Tax 
Requirement for the Council’s own purposes for 2024/2025, 
as detailed in the summons. 
 
No members spoke on this item.  
 
A recorded vote, in line with the Regulations, was then taken on 
the Resolution 2 as follows: 
 

COUNCILLOR  COUNCILLOR  

Adams 
Christine 

FOR Hussain 
Junaid 

FOR 

Akhtar Shoab FOR Hussain Sajed FOR 

Al-Hamdani 
Sam 

FOR Ibrahim Nyla FOR 

Ali Mohon FOR Iqbal Nadeem FOR 

Arnott Dave FOR Irfan 
Muhammed 

FOR 

Ball Sandra FOR Islam 
Mohammed 
Nazrul 

FOR 

Bashforth 
Marie 

FOR Jabbar Abdul FOR 

Bashforth 
Steven 

FOR Kenyon Mark FOR 

Birch Ros FOR Lancaster 
Luke 

FOR 

Bishop Helen FOR Malik Abdul APOLOGIES 
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Brownridge 
Barbara 

FOR Marland Alicia FOR 

Byrne Pam FOR McLaren Colin FOR 

Charters Josh FOR Moores Eddie 
(Deputy 
Mayor) 

FOR 

Cosgrove 
Angela 

FOR Murphy Dave FOR 

Davis Peter FOR Mushtaq Shaid FOR 

Dean Peter FOR Nasheen Umar FOR 

Fryer Paul FOR Quigg Lewis FOR 

Ghafoor 
Kamran 

FOR Rea Lucia FOR 

Gloster Hazel APOLOGIES Salamat Ali 
Aqeel 

FOR 

Goodwin Chris FOR Shah Arooj FOR 

Hamblett Louie FOR Sharp Beth FOR 

Harkness 
Garth 

FOR Sheldon 
Graham 

FOR 

Harrison Holly FOR Shuttleworth 
Graham 

FOR 

Harrison 
Jennifer 

FOR Surjan Ruji 
Sapna 

FOR 

Hince Marc FOR Sykes Howard FOR 

Hindle Neil APOLOGIES Taylor Elaine FOR 

Hobin Brian FOR Wahid Abdul ABSTAINED 

Hurley Maggie FOR Williamson 
Diane 

FOR 

Hussain Aftab FOR Woodvine Max FOR 

Hussain Fida FOR Chauhan 
Zahid 
(MAYOR) 

APOLOGIES 

. 
On a recorded VOTE being taken 55 VOTES were cast in 
FAVOUR of the RECOMMENDATIONS with 0 VOTES cast 
AGAINST and there was 1 ABSTENTION.  
 
The MOTION was therefore CARRIED.  
 
RESOLVED 

1. That it be noted that on 22nd January 2024, the following 

amounts were approved by the Cabinet as the Council's 

Council Tax Base for the financial year 2024/25: 

a) 59,380 for the whole Council area [Item T in the 

formula in Section 31B of the Local Government 

Finance Act 1992, as amended (the "Act"). 

b) 9,150 for dwellings in the Saddleworth Parish area 

to which a Parish precept relates. 

c) 5,724 for dwellings in the Shaw and Crompton 

Parish area to which a Parish precept relates. 

2. That it be approved that the Council Tax Requirement for 

the Council’s own purposes for 2024/25 (excluding Parish 

precepts) is £116,154,999. 
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Resolution 3 related to the amounts calculated by the 

Council for the year 2023/2024 in accordance with Sections 

31A to 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992  

 

No members spoke on the item.  

 

A recorded vote, in line with the Regulations, was then taken on 

the RESOLUTION as follows: 

 

COUNCILLOR  COUNCILLOR  

Adams 
Christine 

FOR Hussain 
Junaid 

FOR 

Akhtar Shoab FOR Hussain Sajed FOR 

Al-Hamdani 
Sam 

FOR Ibrahim Nyla FOR 

Ali Mohon FOR Iqbal Nadeem FOR 

Arnott Dave FOR Irfan 
Muhammed 

FOR 

Ball Sandra FOR Islam 
Mohammed 
Nazrul 

FOR 

Bashforth 
Marie 

FOR Jabbar Abdul FOR 

Bashforth 
Steven 

FOR Kenyon Mark FOR 

Birch Ros FOR Lancaster 
Luke 

FOR 

Bishop Helen FOR Malik Abdul APOLOGIES 

Brownridge 
Barbara 

FOR Marland Alicia FOR 

Byrne Pam FOR McLaren Colin FOR 

Charters Josh FOR Moores Eddie 
(Deputy 
Mayor) 

FOR 

Cosgrove 
Angela 

FOR Murphy Dave FOR 

Davis Peter FOR Mushtaq Shaid FOR 

Dean Peter FOR Nasheen Umar FOR 

Fryer Paul FOR Quigg Lewis FOR 

Ghafoor 
Kamran 

FOR Rea Lucia FOR 

Gloster Hazel APOLOGIES Salamat Ali 
Aqeel 

FOR 

Goodwin Chris FOR Shah Arooj FOR 

Hamblett Louie FOR Sharp Beth FOR 

Harkness 
Garth 

FOR Sheldon 
Graham 

FOR 

Harrison Holly FOR Shuttleworth 
Graham 

FOR 

Harrison 
Jennifer 

FOR Surjan Ruji 
Sapna 

FOR 

Hince Marc FOR Sykes Howard FOR 

Hindle Neil APOLOGIES Taylor Elaine FOR 

Hobin Brian FOR Wahid Abdul FOR 
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Hurley Maggie FOR Williamson 
Diane 

FOR 

Hussain Aftab FOR Woodvine Max FOR 

Hussain Fida FOR Chauhan 
Zahid 
(MAYOR) 

APOLOGIES 

. 
On a recorded VOTE being taken 56 VOTES were cast in 
FAVOUR of the RECOMMENDATIONS with 0 VOTES cast 
AGAINST and there were 0 ABSTENTIONS.  
 
The MOTION was therefore CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
RESOLVED 
That the following amounts be calculated by the Council for the 
year 2024/25 in accordance with the Sections 31A to 36 of the 
Local Government Finance Act 1992 be approved as follows: 
 
a) £716,905,666 being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates 

for the items set out in section 31A(2) of the Act taking into account 
any Precepts for the Saddleworth and Shaw & Crompton Parish 
areas 
 

b) £600,396,029 being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates 
for the items set out in section 31A(3) of the Act. 
 

c) £116,509,637 being the amount by which the aggregate at 3(a) above exceeds 
the aggregate at 3(b) above, calculated by the Council, in 
accordance with section 31A(4) of the Act, as its Council Tax 
Requirement for the year (Item R in the formula in Section 31B of 
the Act). 
 

d) £1,962.10 
 

being the amount at 3(c) above, all divided by Item T (1(a) above), 
calculated by the Council, in accordance with section 31B of the 
Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year (including 
Parish precepts). 
 

e) £354,638 being the aggregate amount of all special items referred to in 
section 34(1) of the Act, being the Saddleworth and Shaw & 
Crompton Parish precepts. 
 

f) £1,956.13 being the amount at 3(d) above less the result given by dividing the 
amount at 3(e) above by the amount by Item T (1(a) above), 
calculated by the Council, in accordance with section 34(2) of the 
Act, as the basic amount of its council tax for the year for dwellings 
in those parts of its area to which no special item relates. 
 

g) £1,983.14 Saddleworth Parish area 
being the amounts given by adding to the amount at 3(f) above the 
amounts of the special item or items relating to dwellings in those 
parts of the Council's area mentioned at 3(e) above divided by the 
amount at 1(b) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance 
with section 34(3) of the Act, as the basic amounts of its council 
tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one 
or more special items relate. 
 

h) £1,974.91 Shaw & Crompton Parish area 
being the amounts given by adding to the amount at 3(f) above the 
amounts of the special item or items relating to dwellings in those 
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parts of the Council's area mentioned at 3(e) above divided by the 
amount at 1(c) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance 
with section 34(3) of the Act, as the basic amounts of its council 
tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one 
or more special items relate. 
 

Resolution 4 – Relating to the Mayoral Police and Crime 
Commissioner Precept and the Mayor General Precept 
(including Fire Services)  
 
Councillor Sykes and Councillor Shah spoke in relation to a 
security incident that had occurred earlier in the meeting, which 
it was agreed would be considered at a meeting of Group 
Leaders.  
 
On being put to the VOTE, the RESOLUTION was CARRIED.  
 
RESOLVED  
That for the year 2024/25 the Mayoral Police and Crime 
Commissioner Precept and the Mayoral General Precept 
(including Fire Services) for Greater Manchester had been 
issued to the Council in accordance with Section 40 of the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992, for each category of dwellings in 
the Council’s area as indicated in the table below be noted. 
 
Resolution 5 – Relating to the Setting of the Council Tax for 
2024/25  
 
No members spoke on this item.  
 
A recorded vote, in line with the Regulations, was then taken on 
the RESOLUTION as follows: 
 
 

COUNCILLOR  COUNCILLOR  

Adams 
Christine 

AGAINST Hussain 
Junaid 

FOR 

Akhtar Shoab FOR Hussain Sajed FOR 

Al-Hamdani 
Sam 

FOR Ibrahim Nyla FOR 

Ali Mohon FOR Iqbal Nadeem FOR 

Arnott Dave AGAINST Irfan 
Muhammed 

ABSTAINED 

Ball Sandra AGAINST Islam 
Mohammed 
Nazrul 

FOR 

Bashforth 
Marie 

FOR Jabbar Abdul FOR 

Bashforth 
Steven 

FOR Kenyon Mark FOR 

Birch Ros FOR Lancaster 
Luke 

AGAINST 

Bishop Helen FOR Malik Abdul APOLOGIES 

Brownridge 
Barbara 

FOR Marland Alicia FOR 

Byrne Pam AGAINST McLaren Colin FOR 
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Charters Josh FOR Moores Eddie 
(Deputy 
Mayor) 

FOR 

Cosgrove 
Angela 

FOR Murphy Dave FOR 

Davis Peter FOR Mushtaq Shaid FOR 

Dean Peter FOR Nasheen Umar FOR 

Fryer Paul FOR Quigg Lewis AGAINST 

Ghafoor 
Kamran 

ABSTAINED Rea Lucia AGAINST 

Gloster Hazel APOLOGIES Salamat Ali 
Aqeel 

FOR 

Goodwin Chris FOR Shah Arooj FOR 

Hamblett Louie FOR Sharp Beth AGAINST 

Harkness 
Garth 

FOR Sheldon 
Graham 

AGAINST 

Harrison Holly FOR Shuttleworth 
Graham 

FOR 

Harrison 
Jennifer 

FOR Surjan Ruji 
Sapna 

FOR 

Hince Marc AGAINST Sykes Howard FOR 

Hindle Neil APOLOGIES Taylor Elaine FOR 

Hobin Brian AGAINST Wahid Abdul AGAINST 

Hurley Maggie AGAINST Williamson 
Diane 

FOR 

Hussain Aftab FOR Woodvine Max AGAINST 

Hussain Fida FOR Chauhan 
Zahid 
(MAYOR) 

APOLOGIES 

. 
On a recorded VOTE being taken 40 VOTES were cast in 
FAVOUR of the RECOMMENDATIONS with 14 VOTES cast 
AGAINST and there were 2 ABSTENTIONS.  
 
The MOTION was therefore CARRIED.  
 
RESOLVED 
That the Council, in accordance with sections 30 to 36 of the 
Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the aggregate 
amounts shown in the tables below as the amounts of Council 
Tax for 2024/25 for each part of its area and for each of the 
categories of dwellings. 
 
Authority/Parish Council Tax Bands (£) 

 A B C D E F G H 

Oldham Council 1,304.08 1,521.43 1,738.78 1,956.13 2,390.82 2,825.52 3,260.21 3,912.26 

Mayoral Police 
and Crime 
Commissioner 
Precept  

170.86 199.34 227.82 256.30 313.25 370.21 427.16 512.60 

Mayoral General 
Precept (including 
Fire Services) 

75.30 87.85 100.40 112.95 138.05 163.15 188.25 225.90 

Saddleworth 
Parish Precept 

18.00 21.00 24.00 27.01 33.01 39.01 45.01 54.02 

Shaw and 
Crompton Parish 
Precept 

12.52 14.60 16.69 18.78 22.95 27.12 31.30 37.56 
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AGGREGATE OF COUNCIL TAX REQUIREMENTS 
 
Authority/Parish Council Tax Bands (£) 

 A B C D E F G H 

Saddleworth 
Parish Area 

1,568.24 1,829.62 2,091.00 2,352.39 2,875.13 3,397.89 3,920.63 4,704.78 

Shaw & Crompton 
Parish Area 

1,562.76 1,823.22 2,083.69 2,344.16 2,865.07 3,386.00 3,906.92 4,688.32 

All other parts of 
the Council’s Area 

1,550.24 1,808.62 2,067.00 2,325.38 2,842.12 3,358.88 3,875.62 4,650.76 

 

 
 

The meeting started at 6.00pm and ended at 9.30pm  
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 Cllr Mohammed Nazrul Islam  
 

 
My Ward Priorities  

 

• Education 

• Clean Streets 

• Safe Environment 

• Jobs/Skills 
 
 
 

 

 

Work in the community 

• Arranged meetings between residents, the police, schools and other important 
bodies so that residents can voice their opinions and concerns over local matters 
whilst also capturing local sentiments when it comes to local education. 

• Organized various community meetings at convenient locations with a view to 
engaging with parents on how education can be improved and giving them an 
opportunity to voice their opinions on changes they would like to see. 

• Organizing, promoting and hosting Careers events within the Ward, with an aim to 
see local employers engage with those looking for a new career or employment.  The 
event saw a good turnout with many securing formal interviews or jobs as a result. 

• Working with residents and community groups to aesthetically improve alleyways and 
implementing alternative uses like establishing growing hubs. 

• Stressing the importance to parents of getting their youngsters school ready so that 
they can have a running start to their educational journey. Also reinforcing the 
importance of having high standards when it comes to attendance and prioritizing 
education. 

• Organized a number of meeting with parents to recognize signs of drug taking, 
mental health, bullying and other prevalent issues faced by the community. 

• Being approachable and visible within the community so that residents feel 
comfortable in discuss sensitive issues relating to their children and their education 
and welfare 

• Using Social Medial to increase reach and presence within the community so that 
parents remain well informed of issues, changes and risks surrounding their children 
and their education. 

• Successfully obtained funding for Victoria St Pocket Park, Improve Fernlea Avenue 
Alleyway and CCTV to deal with Anti-social behavior at San Roco Car Park. 

• Attended well over 20 community-based events, providing support and guidance on 
strengthening partnerships and community engagements. 

• Supported and mentored small community initiatives so that they can grow and 
operate independently for the benefit of residents. 
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Ward Budget Spend 

 
Project Amount £ 

Fernhurst Allotment Society – Green Growing 
Projects 

283.33 

JUPS Education Event – GCSE Celebration Event 250.00 

Sur Sangeetaloy – Community Music  300.00 

LIF Support re Fernhurst Alley Clearance  105.00 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Contact me 

Email: Nazrul.Islam@oldham.gov.uk 

Telephone: 07966 867 870 
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 Cllr Sam Al-Hamdani – Saddleworth West and Lees 
Ward  Sam Al-Hamdani – Saddleworth West and Lees  

My Ward priorities 
 
Road safety 
Community-led projects 
Tackling crime 

 
 

 

Work in the community 
 
Road safety. As a team, we have been committed to improving road safety across the ward. The 
junction of Stamford Road and Huddersfield Road, a particular safety hazard, has already seen 
significant improvements to the junction, and a 20mph zone is in progress.  
 
We are still pursuing the School Streets scheme around the schools on Medlock Way, and are 
awaiting approval from the Council for the use of ANPR cameras to control traffic around the schools 
and create a safe space for parents walking their children to school.  
 
Other road safety improvements that we are pursuing include a 20mph zone around the two schools 
on Cooper Street in Springhead, and a Community Speedwatch scheme with GMP which is currently 
recruiting. We have also delivered disabled parking at Old Mill House in Springhead, as well as a 
number of individual bays in locations across the ward, and regularly report potholes and other road 
issues across the ward.  
 
Police and crime. We all liaise on a monthly basis, at least, with the local neighbourhood police 
team. We have identified local crime hotspots, and passed on information to the local teams. By 
working with different organisations, there have been additional arrests, and vulnerable people have 
been referred on to get additional support from adult social care. There have also been plain clothes 
patrols in place following the spate of car crime.     
  
Community building. We have been working with individual charities to help fundraise, and 
delivered grants to support the Royal British Legion, Springhead AFC, and LSG litter pickers. We are 
regularly out litter picking with the LSG litter pickers, and have a programme of picks organised 
throughout the year.  
 
General. A particular focus of my work is on combating domestic abuse and violence. I am a White 
Ribbon ambassador, and have helped in particular with the Oldham Council event promoting White 
Ribbon Day to schools.  
  
It is not possible to record all casework and community work here, in particular where there are 
issues around confidentiality. Some casework has been specifically excluded, and others included 
deliberately in summary to ensure privacy confidentiality is respected. The remainder is abridged to 
minimize the length of the report. 

 

Ward Budget Spend 
Project Amount £ 

Christmas event lighting 633.44 

Support the provision of district Christmas trees  

£1450 Springhead (living tree) £1450 Grotton (living tree) £748 Lees 
Total original allocation £1216 has been reduced by funds received in as below 
£500 received from LSG Business Hub towards living trees (Total £1500) 

£126.33 received from Springhead Community Centre (Total £379) £126.33 received from 
Grotton Residents Assoc (Total £379) 

463.34 
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Summer/winter planting in the district 857.40 

Band contest Annual Saddleworth event 1000.00 

Supply and plant 30 x No Pyracantha firethorn to Lees Cemetery 625.00 

Old Mill House garden 133.33 

 

 
 

 

Contact me 

E: sam@samalhamdani.org.uk  

M: 07378 637637 

Twitter: @samlibdem 

Facebook: @samlibdem 

Surgeries 
Ward surgeries are held on the final Tuesday of the month at Lees Library, the final Saturday of the 
month at Grotton Pavilion and the final Wednesday of the month at Lees Park ecohub. 
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 Cllr Dave Arnott – Royton North Ward  

My Ward priorities 
 
Reducing Crime and Antisocial Behavior  
 
A Better Deal for Royton from OMBC 
 
Regeneration of Royton Town Centre 
 
Protect Royton’s Greenbelt 
 
 

 
 

 

Work in the community. 

 Funded and coordinated deep clean of Royton Precinct. 

 Support and Funding for Royton Army Cadets. 

 Support and Funding for Royton Scouts 

 Support and Funding for Royton Cricket and Bowls Club. 

 Support and Funding for Royton Town AFC. 

 Litter Picking Program at Elk Mill Retail Park. 

 Member of Save Roytons Greenbelt Group and 200 Club. 

 Support for Royton Royal British Legion, Remembrance Day, and Armed Forces Day. 

 Funded (privately) Installation of Flags and Poppies for Remembrance Day. 

 Ongoing campaigning for securing Park Lane House. 

 Support and Funding for Xmas Lights Switch On Event. 

 Coordinated Residents Public Meeting on Crime and Antisocial Behavior. 

  Monthly Ward Surgeries.  

 

Ward Budget Spend 
Project Amount £ 

Support for Royton Army Cadets £400.00 

Deep Clean Royton Precinct £1300.00 

Support for Royton Town AFC £1000.00 

Support for Royton Scouts £300.00 

Support for Royton Cricket and Bowls Club. £300.00 

 

 
 

 

Contact me 

E: dave.arnott@oldham.gov.uk 

M: 07904 902475 

Twitter; @davearnott6 

Facebook; www.facebook.com/cllrdave.arnott/ 

Surgeries 
First Sunday of the Month. 10am – 12pm 
Royton Cricket Club 
Bransdale Avenue 
Royton 
OL2 5TX 

 

 

 

Borough map and photograph (supplied by 

Constitutional Services) 
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Councillor Ghafoor – Information for Annual Report 

2023 caseworks: 

00020KG: Broken streetlight, 20 Meadow Lane. Reported to Andy Ashton. Fixed  

00043KG: Bin dispute between council and 1 Carnorvan Street. Reported to Mark Husdan and action 

taken against the resident alongside community safety team. 

00062KG: Land issues on 2 Lyndurst Road. The resident of 2 Lyndurst Road wishes to find out 

alleyway ownership. I researched the land registry and sent to Cllr Ghafoor. 

00063KG: Falling wall at Copster park. Reported to Glenn Dale and Paul Obaldiston. The wall does not 

belong to the council but to a private company. Legal action ongoing. 

00096KG: Fly tipping issues at County Street. I met with Mick O’Meara (local resident) and advised 

him to take pictures and report them via the council website. the council is also currently taking legal 

action against a resident of County Street. 

00120KG: Dropped kerb. Resident of 22 Howgill Crescent wishes to have a drop kerb for parking. He 

already applied ref number 60964. I chased it up with highways and it has been completed. 

00121KG: Abandoned lorry at Marple Close. Reported to DVLA because it had no tax. Also informed 

GMP. 

00122KG: Jigsaw Homes issue. A resident’s wall was damaged by a car crash and she reported to 

Jigsaw without success. When I visited her Jigsaw informed her they will fix the wall on the 25th 

September.  

00124KG: Merton Avenue resurface: Local couple wishes for Merton Avenue to be resurfaced. I 

informed highways and they have refused due to the road being acceptable to use and financial 

issue. 

00138KG: Highway issue: A resident asking to enquire a highway issue, Ref: 61081. Traffic issues. I 

informed highways and they have responded to the resident. 

00145KG: Resident of Incline Road complaining of a wasp nest. Informed Joanne Collier and she has 

advised me to contact the resident and signpost her to the council website. I called the resident and 

advised her to call pest control and the price of removing wasp nest. 

00146KG: A resident complaining of bad smell coming from 20 Lonsdale Road. I informed Joanne 

Collier and she has investigated the issue. The problem isn’t coming from the property but 

underground. Joanne has advised the resident to contact United Utilities. 

00155KG: Parking problems Westgate House. Karen, housing manager of Housing 21, informed us 

regarding parking issues outside of Westgate House. Case is still ongoing as highways will not paint 

double yellow lanes or make the street a resident parking scheme. 

00170KG: Council tax issue. A resident of Polonia Court is disputing her council tax. The council  was 

using bailiffs to recover the unpaid amount of council tax. I contacted Philip Jaycock and he has 

contracted the resident and agreed a plan of repayment and bailiffs are called off. 

00178KG: Highway issue. Local resident concerned of parking on Fredrick Street. I reported this to 

highways. Ref: 61726. Highways responded and there will not be a resident parking scheme.  
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00187KG: County Street again. Local resident of County Street is complaining of the fly tipping and 

littering. I reported the fly tipping on behalf of the resident and chased legal regarding legal action 

against the resident who constantly fly tipping. 

00192KG: A resident of Pine Tree Road is complaining of overgrown weed from neighbour’s property. 

I advised the resident given this is private dispute there is nothing the council can do. However, if 

overgrown weed, trees and grass are growing into his property he has the right to cut them. 

00198KG: Local resident complaining of rubbish dumped on County Street. I went over took pictures 

and reported it to the waste team. 

00201KG: A resident of Letham Street is being evicted from his rented property. I contacted tenancy 

relations and they are currently supporting him with his tenancy to continue to stay in the property. 

00208KG: Defib on County Street. Local resident of County Street wishes for a defib fitted at County 

Street. Contacted Jen Downing for more information there has to be various permissions from local 

residents for it to be fitted. Forwarded to Cllr Ghafoor to see if he wishes to go ahead. 

00213KG: ASB on Caittlin Way. A resident of Caittlin is suffering from ASB and abuse from new 

neighbours. I have contacted FCHO and they have informed me they are dealing with the problem 

with potential eviction of the new tenants are an option. 

00221KG: Resident of Polonia Court is having problems of her storage heater and even though she 

contacted Great Places multiple occasions she never received any feedback. I contacted Great Places 

and they informed me every time they attend the property she isn’t present. She has told Great 

Places they can enter her property without her present, but this is against Great Places policies. I 

advised her to come up with a solution whereby she is present at the same time Great Places 

contractors can attend at the same time.  

00226KG: Hollinwood tram stop overgrown weed at walkway. I contacted Will Wills regarding cutting 

weed alongside the walkway close to Hollinwood tram. It would cost £300 due to the walkway is 

unadopted. Passed this to Cllr Ghafoor for response. 

2024 caseworks: 

00004KG: A Hollinwood resident complaining of rats, damp and mould issues in her private rented 

property. I have advised her to contact her landlord and use the pest control service in the council. 

00005KG: A resident complaining of fly tipping at a cemetery. Forwarded it to Will Wills and turns out 

its Chadderton Cemetery. 

00007KG: A resident offered a FCHO flat but she wanted a house for her children to access garden 

and there are not enough bedrooms. I contacted the housing team and they have advised me if she 

refuses the flat she will be placed on Band 4. I called her and informed her of the situation, she has 

agreed to take the flat offered to her. 

00008KG: Fly tipping on 3nd and 4th Avenue. A resident complaining of fly tipping and littering 

around 3nd and 4th Avenue. I advised her she can take pictures and report it via the council website. 

000016KG: A resident of Armitage Close is complaining of bin men leaving the collected bins outside 

of his property and he isn’t happy about it. I emailed the waste team and asked them to make sure 

not to leave the collected bins outside of his property. 
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000017KG: A resident of 7th Avenue reported poison ivy to Onward but heard nothing back. I 

contacted Jacqui Wilson and she has informed me a contractor will get in touch with her soon and 

remove the poisons ivy. 

000032KG: A school bullying case. The resident is based in Coldhurst and I have informed Jen 

Downing and the resident. 

000056KG: Broken alley gate behind 203 Chapel Road. I have informed Anything Booth and he has 

forwarded on to the contractors.   
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 Cllr Hazel Gloster – Shaw Ward   

My Ward priorities 
 Supporting residents and businesses  

 Supporting the New Health Centre for Shaw  

 Protecting Green Belt/Spaces  

 Litter, Fly Tipping and Dog Fouling 

 Listening and engaging with residents  

 Environmental Improvements  

 Local Policing ASB/crime  

 Bus and tram services  

 Highways, footways and speeding traffic 

 

 

Training completed 
  

 05/06/2023 – Planning Committee Training 

 20/06/2023 – Effective Scrutiny 

 26/06/2023 – Safeguarding Training 

 11/09/2023 – Casework and Advocacy 

 27/02/2024 – HMO’s An Introduction for Members 

 
 

 

 

Work in the community 

The Cost of Living Crisis has impacted every household, with the rise in energy costs, insurance 

premiums, school uniforms and food, no family has been unscathed. The Community of Shaw 

has once again stepped up to the challenge by supporting our neighbours, shopping local to 

sustain our small businesses and providing donations to our much-used Foodbanks and 

Charitable organisations that many have had to turn to. 

 

Although the ways we have been working have changed dramatically, I am pleased that I can 

now get back out into the constituency and meet with residents on the doorstep as I do every 

week. The issues faced have remained very similar to previous years but with far more emphasis 

on our community. Throughout the year I have continued to work hard for my residents offering 

support, advice, and guidance to help meet their needs and resolve their issues where possible. 

 

I have continued to demand Better for Shaw by: -  

 

Continuing to support the development of our new Health Centre for Shaw and Crompton, 

ensuring it will be delivered on time. 

 

Supporting Businesses with issues they have faced due to rising rent and operational costs. 

 

I have worked with residents to overcome issues around school attendance and home schooling, 

together with issues around free school meals and access to appropriate information technology. 

I have liaised with Council departments such as Environmental Health, Waste and Highways to 

resolve incidences of Fly Tipping, Dog Fouling and missed rubbish collections to keep our 

communities clean. 
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I have worked closely with our education colleagues to ensure our teachers; support staff and 

parents are supported appropriately. I meet with them regularly to keep abreast of any issues our 

education providers are facing together with discussing potential resolutions. 

 

I have maintained a close link with our Childrens Services colleagues, who have faced a 

significant increase in cases of domestic abuse, significant injuries to children and safeguarding 

cases across the Borough and within my ward. 

 

I am a member of the Cross-Party Climate Change group which is working to achieve a more 

sustainable future for our next generations. 

 

I have continued to raise concerns about our highways and footways, fixing potholes, surface 

erosion and making sure poor roads are programmed for replacement where required. 

 

I have continued to work with key partners such as First Choice Homes and Guinness to resolve 

housing issues and ensure people feel safe and warm in their homes. 

 

I have regularly met with our local police team and Oldham’s Chief Superintendent to review the 

issues we face around ASB, speeding traffic and shoplifting within our community. 

 

I have attended Full Oldham Council meetings, asking ward and cabinet questions together with 

submissions of motions to influence future policy decisions. 

 

I have attended Planning Committee Meetings opposing development on Greenbelt Land. 

 

I have continued with work I started on Shaw & Crompton Parish Council working with The 

Friends of Crompton Moor and other volunteers to improve and enhance the beautiful nature we 

are so lucky to have on our doorstep. This includes our only SBI site which was under threat. 

 

I am an avid supporter of the Shaw Events Group, a group of volunteers who work hard all year 

round to bring the Christmas Lights Switch On event to fruition. 

 

I have also kept in touch with some of our more elderly residents by telephone and 

personal visits to ensure they are warm, comfortable and have enough food to keep them 

as healthy as possible. 

 

Along with my Liberal Democrat colleagues in Shaw and Crompton, we hold a ward 

surgery every Thursday at the Shaw Lifelong Learning Centre on High Street, Shaw to meet 

residents and discuss problems in private, start time 7.30pm, no appointment necessary. 

  
 

Contact me:- 

 

  

E:  hazel.gloster@oldham.gov.uk 

T:   01706 847709 

Twitter @GlosterHazel 
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a   a co-operative  

– Being the voice of 

the local community within 

council and helping 
local residents solve problems 

#Y  –  in touch and 

let your councillors know if 

you have a problem 
or suggestion 

#Result – orking together 

solve problems and make 

our community better 
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Appendix 1 

Position Index Explanatory Note Amount 

All Members of the Council  BASIC ALLOWANCE £10,922 

All Positions set out below 
 
 

 SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
ALLOWANCE (SRA) 

 

Executive Leader 100% Fixed point for the SRA’s where 
indicated, to be set at 3 times the 
basic members allowance. 
 
Combined Authority allowance for 
CA duties 

£32,766 
 
 
 

£6,552 

Deputy Leader 70%  £22,937 

Main Opposition Leader 50%  £16,383 

Deputy Main Opposition Leader 20%  £6,553 

Executive Members 60%  £19,659 

Chairs of: 
Licensing 
Planning 
Each Overview and Scrutiny Board 
Health and Well-being Board 
 
 

30%  £9,830 

Deputy Executive Member 25%  £8,192 

District Leads: 
Appointed Deputy District Lead 
 

  £6,553 
£1,353 

Minority Opposition Leader (provided 
the group has 6 members) 
 

15%  £4,915 

GM Scrutiny Panel Member 
Substitute Member 
Variable for every meeting of the 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee and 
Task and Finish Group attended  

 

  £3,228 
£536 

£134.52 

Member of GM Bee Network 
Committee 
 

  £4,392 

Co-opted/Independent Members of 
Audit and Independent Persons on 
Standards Committee 

n/a  £446 

Chair of Audit Committee n/a  £2,415 

Chair of Standards Committee n/a  £763 

Refreshment Allowance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mileage 
 
 
 

 Subsistence when absent from 
normal place of residence 
 
Lunch 
Evening meal 
 
 

 
 
 
£8 
£14 
 
45p per 
mile for 
first 10,000 
miles, 
outside the 
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The Council representative on the GM Pension Fund management panel receives £1,460 

paid by GMPF. 

No member is entitled to more than one SRA where it relates to internal Council business. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

borough, 
per annum 
and a rate 
of 25p per 
mile over 
10,000 
miles 

Mayoral Allowance n/a  £17,135 

Deputy Mayoral Allowance n/a  £3,129 
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